The Elixir
not numerous, his army was small, and though his navy was
superior to that of other kings, great conquests were won by great
land battles or the threat thereof. Perhaps, had he succeeded in
mating an alliance with Goa, their combined land and sea forces
would have sufficed, so superior in modern armaments were the
Europeans. But that had not materialized and now it rested with
him to take the right action. Besides the smallness of his forces
there was another matter which deeply worried him, the prophecy,
impossible to discount, which declared he would die soon after his
coronation, certainly before he could achieve the tremendous
deeds which were foreshadowed. This prophecy had easily been
forestalled for the time being. He had postponed his coronation for
twelve years. But he could not do so indefinitely. To dispense
altogether with the coronation ceremony would suggest that it
was without importance, that it conferred no occult potency, no
measure of divinity, an absurd supposition, for all kings were
crowned so that they might acquire such added power. It was
essential to be crowned, not only to obtain this heightened force
and for the plainer reason that his subjects would respect him the
less were he not and would begin to plan rebellion or usurpation,
but also because, before he could set out to become King of the
World, he must first be crowned King of Arakan. How would dis-
tant peoples accept him as their king if he came the unconsecrated
king of his own? No, he must be crowned. Yet, how to meet the
prophecy? And if he escaped the prophecy, how, in the realm of
appearances, to conquer the world?
Whether Thiri-thu-dh amma so expressed himself directly to
the Doctor, or whether the latter had the information conveyed to
him, or gathered it from hints, or whether his experience sug-
gested that ideas of the kind were in the wind, we cannot know
but we do know that at a certain stage he told the King that
he possessed a secret which would enable him to conquer the
world.
It would be a mistake to suppose that Thiri-thu-dhamma re-
ceived this intelligence with amazement. All Asian kings were on
the lookout for sages who could tell them the great secrets, the
secret of immortality, of invisibility, of invulnerability, of invinci-
bility. Such sages were known to exist. They existed in China.
Had not Genghis Khan in 1219 sent for the alchemist Ch'ang
Ch'un, sent a messenger with a golden tablet in the form of a
tiger's head to Teng Chou near Peking to bring the Master three
204